
 
2022 

Michigan LICA 
Board of Directors 

Ben Cook, Chairman of the Board 

Cook’s Drainage, Croswell 

Adam Cook, President  

Soil & Water Mgmt Systems, Eagle 

Nate Payne, Vice President 

Payne Farm Drainage, Galien 

Nikki Payne, Treasurer 

Payne Farm Drainage, Galien 

Will Word 

Word Construction, Camden 

Keith Cottrill 

Keith’s Trenching, Adrian 

Dave Kemp, 

Kemp Tiling Co Inc, Unionville 

Jed Bushey 

Bushey Farm Tiling , Caseville 

Matt Carter, RWF BRON  

Woodstock, Ontario, Can.  

Casey Potts 

ADS Pipe, Otisville 

Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

Soil & Water Mgmt Systems, St. Johns 

Scott Everett, Government Relations 

Frasier Law Firm 
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It looks like summer is finally 

here! Our crew shut down early 

today after we finished up our 

final job of the season that a cus-

tomer wanted to plant. On my 

way home to get into some air 

conditioning my truck read 97° 

and oddly enough, I heard on 

the radio that June 21st was the 

first day of summer. This year 

has been flying by, as it seems 

like my kids were just on spring 

break and now they're out for 

the summer.  

Just a few weeks from now we'll 

be down in St. Charles, MO for 

the national LICA meeting. I'm 

looking forward to seeing the 

Budweiser Clydesdales, catching 

a Cardinals game, and catching 

up with old friends. National 

meetings are always a good time, 

and have informative seminars. 

Like I always do, I'd like to en-
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courage all of you to attend if 

you can.  

Then, before we know it the 

MLICA golf outing will be here 

on August 6th. It's at the same 

location as last year, at a great 

course near our shop. If Russ 

Talaski can have fun golfing, so 

can you, so get your registra-

tions in! I'm hoping for a good 

turn out this year! We're offer-

ing camping at our shop again 

for those that don't want to 

make the long commute home 

afterwards, so be sure to let me 

know if you want to stay 

around.  

I hope you to see as many of 

you as I can at 

the  s ummer 

events, and if I 

don't, I hope you 

have a great sum-

mer! 
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NATIONAL  LICA S UMMER  M EETING 

Ameristar Casino Resort & Spa 

One Ameristar Blvd. 

St. Charles, MO 63301  

JULY 12-16, 2022 

 

MLICA G OLF  OUTING  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 2022 

REGISTRATION @ 1:30 PM 

TEE TIME @ 2 PM 

MEAL ON THE TURN 

Diary of an Executive Director 

Continuous improvement is better than 

delayed perfection” - Mark Twain 

I’ve heard we tend to be our own worst critics. 

In school, I struggled with being a perfection-

ist, thinking my work wasn’t good enough 

unless I received a perfect score (or higher by 

earning extra credit). When I was working on 

my teaching degree, I could easily identify 

students that were that same way. And I felt 

like I needed to help those students see they 

didn’t have to be perfect. But it was much 

harder to change that in myself. A few years 

ago, I heard the phrase “perfectly imperfect” 

and it resonated with me.  Every day I fight 

an internal battle, trying to quiet those perfec-

tionist thoughts, because when they’re so loud 

that I can’t hear anything else, I struggle to 

even begin whatever it is that I need to accom-

plish. Some tasks are much easier for me to say 

“something is better than nothing.” I recognize 

that when it comes to the MLICA Scoop, I 

struggle with my perfectionism the most I ever 

have… “do I have content members and 

associates will read; are my font types 

and size easily readable; are there too 

many ads; are competitors’ ads too close 

to each other; does that caption line up 

with the image; does the image line up 

with the lines in the article so the text 

wraps nicely; oh, that text didn’t fit the 

space so now I need to resize it; now I 

need to move that image and caption; 

etc.” On top of all these thoughts regarding 

the newsletter, I’m also a mom trying to man-

age sports schedules, school events, appoint-

ments, meal plans, and other household tasks. 

Some days, I feel so overwhelmed, that I ques-

tion my ability to handle it all. It’s easy to 

think “oh, I have ____ that needs to get done 

today...I can work on the newsletter tomor-

row.” Then the next day, repeat those same 

thoughts. Before I know it, weeks go by before 

I open my newsletter template and begin in-

serting content. So I’m choosing to focus on 

Mark Twain’s quote, in hopes that I can train 

myself to believe each issue of the MLICA 

Scoop is perfectly imperfect. 
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On March 8, 2022, the  Michigan Land Improve-

ment Contractors Association partnered with 

Ehsan Ghane of Michigan State University to hold 

the 2nd Annual Farm Drainage Design Workshop. 

This was a 3-day, hands on training that taught ag-

ricultural drainage design, from the basics to ad-

vance computer software.  

It was attended by contractors, farmers and 

NRCS staff who wanted to learn more about agri-

cultural drainage. Attendees learned how to 

properly size mains according to watershed, grade 

and soil permeability.  

The class was taught by Dr. Ehsan Ghane 

(Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist), and 

MLICA members Russ Talaski, Will Word, and 

Adam Cook. Joey Schlatter from Schlatter’s Inc. 

demonstrated the Trimble design software and 

Nate Cook demonstrated the AGPS design soft-

ware. MLICA President Adam Cook spoke on the 

benefits of joining LICA and distributed member-

ship applications. There were several people in-

terested in joining, so hopefully this will help in-

crease membership.  

Over the course of the 3-day event, participants 

learned the basics of water movement through 

the soil all the way to a complex controlled drain-

age design and layout.  Students were grouped in-

to teams and had to design a system, size the 

mains, create a material list and a cost estimate. 

2nd Annual Farm Drainage Design Workshop Recap  

WRITTEN BY WILL WORD IMAGES PROVIDED BY EHSAN GHANE 
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2nd Annual Farm Drainage Design Workshop Recap Written by Will Word 

Then, they showed their design to the class and 

explained their layout.  

Each participant was provided with a laptop and 

software to make the training hands on. Training 

like this is in great demand and the class fills up 

quickly. Although this was only the second year, 

there were great improvements, and I’m sure next 

year will be even better. Although many of our 

current LICA members have had years of experi-

ence or have attended training before, I would 

recommend attending, either to participate or 

help. Even the instructors learn something new 

along the way or are challenged with a problem to 

solve.  

WRITTEN BY WILL WORD IMAGES PROVIDED BY EHSAN GHANE 
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Ehsan Ghane had an idea for 

more than 10 years. In 

2010, during his doctorate 

degree work, he began 

thinking about how different 

types of pipes could drain 

water faster, depending up-

on their properties. 

He felt a study could reveal differences in efficiency be-

tween three styles of four-inch diameter pipe: a knitted 

sock envelope on a regular-perforated pipe, an eight-

row perforation sand-slot pipe and a four-row perfora-

tion sand-slot pipe. 

But Ghane, now an assistant professor and extension 

specialist of agricultural drainage with Michigan State 

University’s Department of Biosystems and Agricultural 

Engineering, had to wait to engage in the study. 

“I knew there was something going on with this [water 

flow based on pipe properties], but I couldn’t do this 

[work] because I was working for someone else,” he 

explains. “It feels good to tell people. It was like a 10-

year secret.”  

Fine sand and silt builds up in pipes over time and causes 

clogging, thus why sock-wrapped and narrow sand-slot 

pipes were developed. Ghane knew that identifying 

which pipe worked best in a variety of sand, loam and 

silt combination soils would help in agriculture and oth-

er areas. 

The study was conducted in Michigan, but any area with 

these types of soils and heavy rain falls could apply the 

information he reported. Any soil where clay content at 

the drain depth is less than 30 percent may lead to drain 

sedimentation issues and drainage options that reduce 

the potential for blockages is recommended.  

THE SOCK ROCKS  

Ghane’s enthusiasm led to the study of each style of 

pipe in the field for its water entry, water-table draw-

down, drain spacing and cost effectiveness. The findings 

benefit landowners, farmers and contractors looking to 

move water as quickly as possible with an appreciation 

of how each option stacks up.   

“There’s a sock-wrapped pipe. 

A knitted sock envelope is 

wrapped around it. There are 

various options,” he says. “And 

sand-slot pipes, also known [as] 

knife-cut or narrow cut. It 

keeps the sand out with really narrow slots.” 

When all conditions are equal, a regular perforated pipe 

wrapped with a knitted-sock envelope moved water 

most quickly. The eight-row perforated pipe was second 

and four-row was the least effective of the three op-

tions.  

“My scientific research shows that when I actually tested 

this in the lab, the one with the sock-wrapped pipe max-

imizes the water entering the pipe,” says Ghane. “This 

happens because when a pipe is wrapped with a sock, it 

functions as though there is a pipe or a conduit without 

any walls. It’s maximized. Like a mole drain.” 

There was a 16 percent higher drain inflow with the 

sock-covered pipe over the eight-row sand-slot pipe and 

a 29 percent higher drain inflow over the four-row pipe. 

However, as one might expect, the sock-covered option 

does cost more than the sand-slot perforated pipes. He 

notes the difference is about $18 USD per foot. The 

benefits may offset this increased cost in some cases.  

The eight-row and four-row pipes are usually the same 

price, making the eight-row the most efficient option 

between those two.  

Read the rest of the article at https://

www.drainagecontractor.com/its-all-

about-style/ 

HOW THE RIGHT PIPE PROPERTIES CAN CREATE MORE EFFICIENT DRAINAGE    WRITTEN BY RONDA PAYNE 

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM BREE RODY | DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR EDITOR, AGRICULTURE  

IT’S ALL ABOUT STYLE    SUBMITTED BY EHSAN GHANE 

A sock-covered pipe usually costs 

more, but the benefits in terms of 

efficiency might outweigh the cost. 

All images courtesy of Ehsan Ghane. 

When a pipe is 

wrapped with a 

sock, it func-

tions as though 

there is a pipe 

or a conduit 

without any 

walls. 
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Sherman Dale Hecksel, age 84, of Coopersville, passed away at his home Sunday, June 12, 

2022. He was born in Muskegon, MI., to the late Sherman Edward and Kathleen (Mellow) 

Hecksel. In addition to his parents Sherm was preceded in death by his son Sherman 

John Hecksel on Sunday, Feb. 1, 1998, brother and sister-in-law David and Joyce Hecksel, 

brother-in-law Joe Young, sister-in-law Elaine Hecksel and great niece Isabel Joy Um-

lor.  He graduated from Coopersville High School, Class of 1956 and attended Michigan State Univer-

sity for 2 years. Sherm founded S. Hecksel Farm Drainage which he started in 1961. He loved his job 

in the farm drainage business and working with farmers. Sherm was a member of St. Michael’s Catho-

lic Church in Coopersville, he served on the Board of Michigan Land Improvement Contractors, the 

Coopersville Area Foundation Board, and various other boards and councils. He also enjoyed winter-

ing in Estero Florida after his retirement. Sherm is survived by his wife of 50 yrs., Ruth (Hoffman) 

Hecksel; brothers, Gary Hecksel and Philip Hecksel; sister, Kathleen Young; brothers-in-law, John (Judy) 

Hoffman and Richard (Sue) Hoffman; sisters-in-law, Betty (Nate) Brock and Kay (Keith) Edick; many 

nieces and nephews. Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 11:00 A.M. Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 

St Michael’s Catholic Church, 17150 88th Ave, Coopersville, 49404 with Fr. Ayub Franics Nasar cele-

brant. Burial took place in the Coopersville-Polkton Twp. Cemetery. Visitation was held 5-8 P.M. Tues-

day at the Throop Funeral Home, 214 Church St, Coopersville, 49404 and Wednesday 10 – 11 A.M. 

one hour prior to the funeral mass at St Michael’s Church. Memorial donations may be made to the 

S.J. Hecksel Memorial Scholarship Fund awarded to Coopersville High School Seniors for College Ed-

ucation, please make checks payable to the Coopersville Area Community Foundation,182 East St. Rm 

112, Coopersville MI 49404. Online condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.throopfh.com. 

   Sherman Dale Hecksel Obituary 



Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the following information 

that applies: 

• Photo 

• Make & Model 

• Size & Color  

•New, Used, or Reconditioned 

•Price & Location 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

4780 E Townsend Rd 

St Johns, MI 48879 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

Nikki Schwark, Treasurer 

269-612-2648 

 

MLICA Mailing Address 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA  

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Stay Connected! 

FIND US 

On the web @ 

www.michiganlica.org 

& Facebook @ 

www.facebook.com/michiganlica 


