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Greetings, 

By now I am sure all of you are in 

the big push to get all of the work 

done that you can before winter 

sets in and freezes us out com-

pletely. It seems to be coming a 

little early this year. But you never 

know what January will bring. 

By now you should have received 

your state convention literature in 

the mail or by email. We have 

some very important and interest-

ing discussions scheduled this year 

that should be very informative.  

From the Lead Plow, Ben Cook, President MLICA 
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Take a look at the convention lit-

erature for more information on 

those. We have changed the loca-

tion this year so please take note of 

that when coming to convention. 

Please make sure that you send in 

your registration for convention 

and, if you have not done so al-

ready, remember to 

pay your membership 

dues ASAP. 

See you all in January! 

Ben Cook  

“The stars will never align, and the traffic lights of life will 

never all be green at the same time. The universe doesn’t 

conspire against you, but it doesn’t go out of its way to line 

up the pins either. Conditions are never perfect. ‘Someday’ is 

a disease that will take your dreams to the grave with you. 

Pro and con lists are just as bad. If it’s important to you and 

you want to do it ‘eventually,’ just do it and correct course 

along the way.” — Tim Ferriss, author of The 4-Hour Work 

Week  





 

 

ANNUAL WINTER CONVENTION 

CAUSEWAY BAY LANSING HOTEL 

& CONVENTION CENTER  

6820 South Cedar Street 

Lansing, MI 48911 

JANUARY 13-15,2019 

 

 

NATIONAL LICA WINTER CONVENTION 

EL CONQUISTADOR TUCSON 

10000 North Oracle Road 

Tucson, AZ 85704 

FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 2, 2019 

Diary of an Executive Director 
UUU P C O M I N GP C O M I N GP C O M I N G    

EEE V E N T SV E N T SV E N T S    
We made it past elections and now 

that we’re  into the holiday season, 

2018 is quickly coming to a close. 

We have been graced with winter 

weather early, which I know is  

causing some challenges to finish up 

fall jobs. Make sure to check out the 

article  “Be Prepared - Winter 

Storms” on page 13 to  refresh your 

knowledge on winter storms. 

With our convention and annual 

meeting just a few short weeks 

away, planning is in full swing. We 

have chosen a new location this year 

to better meet our needs, and are 

looking forward to seeing everyone 

in the New Year.  A registration 

form and letter were recently sent 

out. If you need another copy of the 

registration form, you can find it on 

the Michigan LICA website at 

http://www.michiganlica.org/

events.htm. Please send in your reg-

istrations early so we can have an 

accurate count for our event. 

Check out page 4 for convention de-

tails. 

NEW LOCATION! 

Reserve an overnight room by 

calling 517-694-8123. 

Ask for the MLICA room block 

to receive rate of $98.50 +tax. 
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NEW CONVENTION LOCATION! 

Causeway Bay Lansing Hotel & Convention Center  

6820 South Cedar Street | Lansing, MI 48911 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 

Board Meeting 4:00 PM, West Imperial 

*Associates may setup displays beginning at 3:30 PM in Ballrooms G, H, I, & J 

4th Annual Cornhole Tournament, Ballrooms G, H, I, & J 

MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 2019 

Associate Display Setup 7:30 AM - 8:30 AM, Ballrooms G, H, I, & J 

Seminars Beginning at 9:15 AM, Executive Training Room  

Ladies Crafts Beginning at 9:15 AM, West Imperial 

Lunch, 12:00 PM, Ballrooms G, H, I, & J 

Associates Night & Auction Beginning at 5:30 PM, Ballrooms G, H, I, & J 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2019 

MIOSHA Seminar “What to know before OSHA visits you” (1/2 day) 







 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

Show support for our state’s very own Mike Cook, Na-

tional LICA President, and take advantage of LICA Na-

tional’s winter convention location in Tucson, Arizona 

to schedule yourself a winter getaway. Join LICA mem-

bers from other states on a copper mine & museum 

tour, or a city tour of Tucson. Not interested in those 

particular tours? The El Conquistador Tucson provides 

many on-site amenities and 

dining options to fill your 

free time between meetings.  

For a printable registration 

f o r m ,  v i s i t  h t t p : / /

www. l i c ana t iona l . com/

e v e n t s / 2 0 1 9 - w i n t e r -

convention-getaway/ 

2019 LICA CONVENTION & WINTER GETAWAY 



LEGAL SHIELD BUSINESS 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

Unexpected legal questions 

are just that...unexpected. 

What if instead of shelling 

out hefty fees for a few days 

of legal help, you pay a 

monthly membership and got 

a law firm for life? From hir-

ing employees, dealing with 

worker’s comp, initiating 

debt collection, or any other 

legal issues affecting your 

small business LegalShield 

gives you access to the legal 

advice you need so you can 

worry less. For more infor-

m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 

www.legalshield.com/info/

NLICA 



LEGAL SHIELD IDENTITY 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS   

Losing your wallet is not the 

only means for worry of 

identity theft anymore. 

Credit card fraud, data 

breaches, and social security 

number fraud are far too 

common. 

IDShield offers comprehen-

sive monitoring of your most 

personal data and alerts you 

if someone is trying to use it, 

along with a full restoration 

by licensed private investiga-

tors if anything happens. 

Give yourself peace of mind 

b y  v i s i t i n g 

www.legalshield.com/info/

NLICA to sign up today. 
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As we head into the month of 

J anuary ,  a l so  known as 

“convention season” in the Cook 

Household, it’s time to think 

about business travel expenses. 

Many hotels offer rooms at dis-

counted rates, if you know how 

to negotiate. Fortunately, CLC 

Lodging has already done the 

negotiating for you with over 

10,000 hotels nationwide and in 

Canada. CLC saves you an aver-

age of 20-40% off hotel published 

rates. CLC is easy to join and 

easy to use. And, when you use 

the code “LICA” at sign-up, the 

$9.95 sign-up fee gets waived! 

Take advantage of this LICA 

member benefit and sign up to-

day by  calling 1.866.857.9747, 

and selecting option 1 or visiting 

www.CheckINNcard.com  

CLC LODGING SAVINGS CARD 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 





One of the most dangerous winter driving hazards is skidding. If it happens at 

a high speed, the result can be deadly. But most skids can be avoided by sim-

ply adjusting to driving conditions and knowing how to recover from a skid. 

Skids are most likely to occur on curves and turns, so slow down ahead of 

time to prepare for them. Then, when in the curve, accelerate slowly and 

steer steadily with no abrupt change in direction and, especially, no abrupt 

braking. Driving smoothly in general can help prevent skids. 

Skid Safety Techniques 

If you go into a skid, remember two critical rules: 

Don't steer against the skid. 

Avoid using the brakes. 

Instead, immediately take your foot off the accelerator and steer in the direc-

tion the vehicle is sliding until you feel recovery of traction, then slowly 

straighten the wheels until you recover complete control. If the back of your 

vehicle is fishtailing to the right, turn the wheel gently in that direction until 

your car recovers. 

If braking is necessary before traction is recovered, apply the brake pedal 

cautiously so you do not lock the wheels and intensify the skid. You will also 

have better brake control in a skid situation if your vehicle is equipped with 

anti-lock brakes. 

You should constantly be on the lookout for areas that might induce skidding, 

such as unexpected ice patches or piles of wet leaves, which tend to be found 

in shady areas or on overpasses. Keep in mind that wet ice, warmed by the 

sun, is twice as dangerous as completely frozen ice. Be especially alert when-

ever there is any kind of precipitation during cold weather. 

General Winter Driving Tips 

Since accidents are common in winter, you should be extra cautious while 

driving. Drive on slippery roads at reduced speed and increase following dis-

tance behind the vehicle ahead. This gives an additional space cushion for safe 

stopping. Because winter driving can be risky, it is also a good idea to practice 

driving in slippery conditions so you are well-prepared and comfortable. 

A safe stop on icy or snow-packed roads is a tricky maneuver that requires 

skill and good judgment. 

Anticipate stops by slowing down gradually, well ahead of intersections. And 

allow more than enough time to stop safely. 

Plan ahead of time for lane changes; check your rearview mirror, your blind 

spots and signal your intentions to traffic behind you. Then, swing over in a 

long, gradual line. Make the move with the smallest possible steering change 

and with a light foot on the gas. 

When you drive into deep snow, stepping on the gas may cause the wheels 

to spin, with little, if any, forward movement. In such cases, avoid over-

accelerating. A light foot on the gas pedal and a high gear is most effective. 

Ensure Your Safety  

Whenever you will be driving in any weather, be sure your vehicle is properly 

equipped. Your brakes should be functioning correctly, and your tires should 

be properly inflated with a good tread surface. Sometimes snow tires, and 

even chains, may be best to help keep your vehicle under control during dan-

gerous winter conditions. 

Winter Driving – Skids 







Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the follow-

ing information that applies: 

 Photo 

 Make & Model 

 Size & Color  

New, Used, or Reconditioned 

Price & Location 

Contact Info including Name & 

Phone Number 

List it here in the  

MLICA Scoop! 

Contact Russ Talaski for 

more information   

BY EMAIL AT 

fieldtile@gmail.com 

BY PHONE AT 

989-479-9340 

2002 BRON 350 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Mike Cook, Secretary/Treasurer 

517-282-9801 

 

MLICA Lansing Office 

318 West Ottawa St. 

Lansing, MI 48933 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA C/O Mike Cook 

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 


