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Hello fellow MLICA members,

It's getting to be that time of the year
again, where we'’re all get itching to
get back out in the field again to start
making some money instead of just
spending it on repairs. | hope everyone
got all the maintenance done that they

wanted to during the winter season.

| had the opportunity this year to at-
tend the National LICA Winter Con-
vention in Charleston, South Carolina.
The meetings were very informative
and there were some great tours that
everyone enjoyed. In Charleston, Mike
Cook was elected national president;
congratulations to him on that
achievement. Also, as a state , Michi-
gan LICA was recognized as a top fi-
nalist for the Kemps Legislative Award.
This award is privately funded by John
Peterson, the National LICA Director
of Government Relations, recognizing
a state that has made considerable
progress for their members on the

legislative level. We did not win the

From the Lead Plow, Ben Cook, President MLICA

you ever get the chance to attend a
LICA Convention, |
strongly encourage you to. With this

National

year’s National LICA Summer Meeting
being in Grand Rapids, it is the perfect
opportunity to attend.

As | am sure most of you know, Jerry
Biuso, LICA CEO, is working on a
book on the history of drainage. He is
on a data hunt for any information,
pictures, articles, etc. on the history of
drainage. If you have something that he
might find helpful, email Sarah Cook

for Jerry’s contact information.

Sadly, as some of you may already
know, Michigan LICA recently lost
long time member and supporter,
Bonnie Braje, unexpectedly. She will
be greatly missed by many within the
organization. My condolences go out
to her family in this diffi-
cult time.

Hope everyone has a

great spring season,

award, but just being recognized as a Ben Cook
top finalist is an achievement in itself. If
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SELE-PROPELLED DRAINAGE PLOW.

RERRR S AUTO STEER READY | LOW GROUND PRESSURE
exceeds cooling for Tier 4 CAT OR CUMM'NS ENGINE

engine standards
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B Quieter Reconfigured

" Cab Interior for Operator -
z comfort
& B Standard DL 850 Drainage
Plow increased strength &
durability o L L p
! ®m LED Light Package for Sad

increased visibility for
those long days in the
field

&
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B Improved swing
mechanism for the
Onboard Reel for
smoother reel speeds
& consistent torque

B Optional hydraulic
rear step raises out of
the way when plowing
and lowers when required.

B Standard oscillating
track frames.
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BEFORE S AFTER

|

CERTIFIED B Fluid Samples for All Fluids B New Paint
USED EQUIPMENT B 150 Point Machine Inspection B Factory Tested
B Internal Inspection All Drivetrain B New Certified Serial Number Assigned
Components B 6 Month Warranty Assigned
B Required Factory Repairs
B New & Used Equipment Sales B Repairs on all Drainage Plows &
THE BRON B Parts & Service all BRON Products selected Construction Equipment
TOTAL PACKAGE B Selected All Makes Parts for W Parts Facility in Marine City Michigan
Construction Equipment B Road Service for all BRON Products &
B Certified Rebuilds on BRON Products other selected Equipment

B Parts Facilities in Woodstock ON
and Marine City MI

B Custom Fabrication

DEALERS THROUGHOUT CANADA & USA

1.800.263.1060 | 519.421.0036 | www.rwfbron.com

BRON is a registered trademark of RWF Industries, a division of Roberts Welding & Fabricating Ltd.




Diary of an Executive Director

Another Annual Winter Convention is in
the books. It was great to see many of you
in Lansing! While the cornhole tourna-
ment, educational seminars, and annual
auction were all great, we will liRely be
searching out a new location for next
year’s convention. MaRe sure to check out
the convention highlights on the next cou-
ple pages.

This year, the National LICA Winter Con-
vention took, place in Charleston, South
Carolina. With many educational opportu-
nities, as well as MiRe Cook, planning to
take the role of National LICA President,
I took_ the opportunity to turn this into a
family trip. It was great to tour Fort Sum-
ter and help Morgan -3 =
earn her Junior Ranger
Badge, (pictured to the
right,) as well as take
time to go to the aquar-

um.

While in Charleston, I attended the Ex-
ecutive Director’s meeting. For much of
the meeting, Amber Bosma of Prins Insur-
ance spoke with the Executive Directors
about adapting to get/keep members en-
gaged. It was definitely an insightful

meeting.
“We don’t have a choice on
whether we DO social_ medja,
the question is
how well we DO it.”’

I also attended the National Benefits
meeting. There are so many benefits avail-
able to LICA members thanks to the hard
work, of Jerry Biuso. I encourage you to
check, out the complete list of benefits on
National LICA’s

www. licanational.com. One existing mem-

website

ber benefit, Petrocon, has expanded, now

MLICA Scoop

offering savings on pistons &l piston Kits,
as well as Cooper Tires L Rubber in addi-
tion to oils, tires, electric, and cellular ex-
penses that were already available to mem-

bers. Check out www.Petrocon.ory

While I always look forward to the ban-
quet concluding the National Winter Con-
ventions, this year I was mote eager to
attend the banquet as Mike CooR took on
the role of National President, along with
the possibility of Michigan earning the
Kemps National Legislative Award.
While Michigan did not win the award,
we did receive a Legislative Award of
Merit, pictured below.
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REMPS-LICH Chapter
Legislative Award of Merit

Fs Presented 1o the

Michigan LICH Chapter

Sor exceptional work with their State Legislature on
legistation of interest to LICA Members in 2017,

Presened st Coariesan, S ox this 24° bap of Frhenary 2018,

Fotnd! I O
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Brad McArdle John W, Peterson
President President/CEO
LcA KEMPS Consuftants, fnc

As Mike Cook, stood behind the podium,
accepting Presidency of National LICA
for 2018, he paid a heart-felt tribute to his
roots in land improvement, as well as for-
mally announcing his efforts to bring back,
the children’s programs. This summer in
Grand Rapids, children will be able to at-
tend for a much lower cost than in recent
years and there will be specific tours set up
Sfor children, as well as Rids meals. Details
are still in the works, but plan to bring the
whole family this summer! We looR_ for-

ward to seeing you there!

v'

UrPcomING
EVENTS

National LICA Summer Meeting
July 10-14, 2018
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel
Grand Rapids, MI
*Reservation information coming
soon! Make your reservations
early, as the room block fills up
quickly!*

STAY TUNED
TO EMAIL &
FACEBOOK FOR
RESERVATION
INFORMATION!

Pictured above: Brad
McArdle pinning the LICA President’s Pin on

Incoming President Mike Cook, during the

Outgoing President

banquet in Charleston, SC. Photo courtesy of
Patti McArdle.
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MLICA 2018 Convention Highlights

Rob Kovacs and Bran-
don Theis playing in the
4l cornhole  tournament
with  Troy Warweg,
Will Word, Kevin Hold-
wick, and Travis Hold-
M wick watching and visit-

ing in the background.

Randy Nosek play-
ing in the cornhole §
tournament  with
Haley Talaski, Joann
Talaski,

Talaski sitting back

and Russ

and watching.

New
OWNERSHIP OF
AGPS IN 2017

COOK'S
/AGPS..

YOUR CONTINUED SOURCE FOR:

/AGPS //XMC

INDUSTRY LEADING FINE GRADE RTK GPS
MACHINE CONTROL SYSTEMS

Design and machine control for tile drainage, land leveling and
surface water management needs.

GPS-GNSS RECEIVERS & ANTENNAS

Working with NovAtel technologies, we have the ability to
control equipment requiring 2 GPS positions with 1 rover,
NUMM saving you the cost of buying a second rover system.

Full Design Solutions for Tile Drainage & Land Shaping

iI&Zecurve
Contact Mike or Nate: Phone: 989-587-3528 or 989-640-2347

Larry Cook &
Randy Nosek
Trophy Donators,

Bonnie & Chuck
Braje

® |st Place Team,

' Rob Kovacs & Paul

Co-Hosts, Adam Cook & Jason Bleach along with Morgan Cook

Pictured below is Russ Talaski speaking to members.
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Email: mike@cookswms.com or nate@cookswms.com

- _ -

»

Agri Drain has partnered
with ESE to provide:

v Conservation planning and water

management system design.
v Drainage and sub-irrigation system design.

v Saturated buffer and bioreactor plans.

T

Nl Agri Drain for your product needs!
Call ESE for a FREE site review!

USDA-NRCS Certified Technical Service Providers

All plans meet NRCS standards.

USDA financial assistance available
to qualified landowners.

Agri Drain

CORPORATION

Ucosystem Dervices Kuxchange
Valuing Conservation

800-232-4742 | www.agridrain.com 888.826.5112 | www.ecoexch.com




Your family's drainage
heritage has lasted for
generations.

HAVILAND

DRAINAGE PRODUCTS

www.haviland-drainage.com 800-860-6294
100 W. Main St. Haviland, OH 45851

Insurance Since 1915

WWW. mayanagency.com

989-643-7207

INSURANCE COMPANY
www.hastingsmutual.com

e

Trusted
Choice®

Independent Insurance Agent

MLICA 2018 Convention Highlights

Above & Below: MLICA Members listening to Guest

Speaker Bill Ballenger before the annual auction

auction.

Jason Bleach auctioning the Inter-
| Drain wooden plow handcrafted by
retired member Bill Holdwick.

Jason Bleach sporting an
apron donated by Russ &

Joann Talaski at the annual

PAGESS
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Acres of Mint, Liquid With A
Meal, & Milking Tour

- STONY CREEK ESSENTIAL QILS, [NC.

b, _—

N
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RS OF QUALITY ESSENTIAL OILS

Take tn a breath of minty fresh air as we visit the
Midwest’s largest producer of spearmint, located
in St. Johns, MI. This family owned operation got
its start in 1948 with roughly 10 acres. Three gen-
erations in, the farm has grown to more than
2,000 acres. Join us as we learn more about mint.

"

(T g | =

Founded in 1983, AgroLiquid remains a family
business and boasts a cutting edge facility, includ-
ing a space for children to come and learn. Along
with the cutting edge facility, there is a 750 till-
able acre research farm where every AgroLiquid
product goes through extensive testing.

Enjoy a mid-day meal and take a tour around the
cutting edge facility and research farm.

Dunes, Dining & Wining, and A
Blueberry Farm Tour

*< DUNE

Start your day on a 7 mile ride on the
shifting sand dunes, viewing Silver Lake
and the lovely beach along Lake Michi-
gan. Accessible to the mobility impaired,
visitors of all ages enjoy the exciting, sce-
nic rides. Make sure to bring your cam-
era and sunglasses for this part of the
tour!

Originally a pastime for Mac Wood's fam-
ily in 1930, neighbors and passers by
were so interested in the Dune Scooter,
that they talked Mac Wood into creating
a Dune Scooter business. The first Dune
Scooter was designed from a Model A
Ford and carried 4 passengers. The huge
sum of twenty five cents was charged for
this exciting ride. Today a 4 wheel drive
modified vehicle with 4 aircraft tires is
used to carry about 20 persons per ride.
You will also find a museum setup with a
1934 Ford Scooter, a 1960 Studebaker
Scooter and a 1968 International
Scooter and old pictures and signs.

/‘Did' you Kpow... Peppermint is heralded as
one of the best tasting home remedies for indi-
gestion and the U.S. produces more than 70%
of the worlds' peppermint supply. A 40016 bar-
rel of oil can produce 5.2 million sticks of gum
and research shows that sniffing mint im-

proves concentrat on.

‘Wrap up your tour day with a carousel...carousel
milRing parlor that is. After immigrating to the
United States from Holland in 1994, Albert
Steenblik, started his dairy operation with 250
cows. Throughout the years, Albert has continued
to add to his dairy operation. In 2014 he built a
brand new rotary parlor, pictured below, and 12-
row freestall barm. Over a 23 year span, Albert
fias grown his operation to 3450 milking cows.

THE FOX BARN

ral arl

Next, dine with us as we enjoy The Fox
Barn. Here, you'll be able to taste wines,
shop for wine themed items, along with
fresh produce and a variety of special
foods.

The Foxes are proud to be part of a rich
farming community for 5 generations.
Through the years they have seen many
changes and are excited about the fu-
ture. The basis of their business is the
care of 2000 acres of land that is %
planted to fruit with a little asparagus.
The remaining acres are wood lots that
are managed by a forester. The Farm
Market was introduced in 2005 & the
Winery added in 2008.

Please Join The

G
MICH&GAN

CHAPTER

Land Improvement Contractors
America

LICA

DHDRCAND 10 MICHESSONAL
ORI ATION OF

July 10-11, 2018

For Some

PURE //[ICHIGAN

Fascinating
Tours!

What better way to wrap up this tour
during prime blueberry season than to
enjoy a stop at the Jawor Brothers Blue-
berry Farm & Country Store in Ravenna,
MI.
With over 800 acres of
blueberries that are
cultivated and har-
vested every year, the
20-acre U-Pick opera-
@ tion draws customers
from all over the state,
with blueberries as big
as quarters!

The Country Store show-
cases a variety of baked
goods derived from Ja-
wor family recipes
which are made in the
store’s kitchen on a
daily basis. Don't forget
to stop by the country
store and pick up a treat
to take with you!




NATIONAL HAPPENINGS

'E 2018 LICA PROGRAM | MA:’j’

Mack Trucks is pleased to offer the
“Let’s Build!” Program to LICA Members to help
you purchase your next vocational trucks.

Exclusive Program Benefits

« Trucks purchase with the Mack mDrive ion will ive mDrive trar
extended purchase coverage for 3-years, 300K miles at no additional charge.

and clutch

« FREE Engine Plan 2 and EATS (engine after -
coverageforaperlodof:!yearsISOOKmlesalnoaddmld\argewhonununnlsﬁn-ne.dwm
Mack Financial Services (MFS).

MFS Finance Features

* TRAC Lease options for A & B profile customers

= Up to 72 month terms for qualified buyers

* Flexible payment options: Qualified retail customers are eligible for monthly payments as low as $999
for the first three or for up to 90 days from the contract date.

Loyalty of $1,000 for LICA Members with the purchase of any eligible Mack Granite.

This offer is limited to 10 trucks per customer.

Eligible Vehicles: 2019 MY, sold and unsold trucks on-order - Mack Granite® GR series
(DOES NOT include Legacy product built week 1-3, 2018). Does not include MHD.

Progrnm Period
must be and warranty registered by June 30, 2018. To qualify for the Engine
Plan 2 and EATS, trucks must be funded by MFS by July 31, 2018.

For additional details see your local Mack dealer today!

Vis:tanyofourGlogho

Grand Ra
GOOMSh'eetS.W 8300 M- 7%

AIS Drive
Grand Rapids, MI Williamsburg, MI degq:ort, MI
Northeast Detroit Lansiw lest Detroit
65809 Gratiot Ave. 3600 N. Grand River 56555 Pontiac Trail
Lenox, MI Lansing, MI New Hudson, M

Call us today 616-205-9016

e ’ ~
4 C STR CTI N
Q. EQUIPMENT /7

Mack Truck Benefit

If you are in the market for a new truck, Mack Truck
might be the brand for you. For 2018, LICA members
that purchase a truck with the mDrive transmission and
clutch will receive extended purchase coverage for 3
years, 300K miles at no additional charge. If you fi-

nance through Mack Financial Services (MFS), you will
also receive the Engine Plan 2 and EATS (engine after
treatment system -emissions) FREE. A Loyalty Re-
ward of $1000 is also available to LICA members with
the purchase of any eligible Mack Granite.

Eligible vehicles must be retailed and warranty regis-
tered by June 30, 2018. To qualify for the Engine Plan 2
and EATS, trucks must be funded by MFS by July 31,
2018. Take advantage of this LICA benefit before it ex-
pires!

For additional details see your local Mack dealer today!

<
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Legendary Service

65 Trucks

Covering the Entire State of Michigan
On site in 4 hours or less!




Owosso Manufacturing Facility

Clifford Manufacturing Facility

MICHIGAN PROUD

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. is proud to be part of the Michigan community and to help
support the state’s economy. ADS is able to serve all of your water management solutions
whether it be agricultural, commercial, residential, municipalities,or highway with the

following products.

* Singlewall Pipe °
* N-12® Dual Wall Pipe .
e HP Storm Pipe .
* SaniTite® HP Sanitary Pipe .
* Nyloplast® Engineered Structures .
* Water Control Structures .

INSERTA TEE® Lateral Connection
StormTech® Stormwater Chambers
Water Quality Units

ADS PolyFlex™ Pressure Pipe
FLEXSTORM® Inlet Filters
Geotextiles

We take this opportunity to thank our Michigan customers
for years of supporting our company and employees by buying local.

ADS?*, N-12%, SaniTite® HP ADS PalyFlex™ and the Green Stripe are registered

trademarks of Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. StormTech® is a registered trademark
of Nyloplast. INSERTA TEE® is a
Inserta Fittings Co. FLEXSTORM?® is a registered trademark of

of StormTech, Inc. Nyloplast™is a registered tradem
registered trademark 01}

Inlet & Pipe Protections, Inc

®2015 Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc, 07/15 MH

it D 3

www.ads-pipe.com



NATIONAL HAPPENINGS

Payroll Services

Payroll Services Built e
for the Trades s

The LICA Portal
/ Safety material at your fingertips.

Each LICA Contractor member has access to the Zywave Resource
Library. Log-in to your personalized LICA Portal & you can search
for safety materials as well as view an up-to-the-minute newsfeed

tailored to your business

The LICA Portal Offers: | = .

* OSHA Requirements

« Risk Mgmt. Materials
* Property & Casualty Info.

-..and so much mare

Visit www.LICANational.org

Ready to download, print and and dlick on Zywave

customize for your needs!

SafetySpotligh
TR

newsleter

1,
1,

MLICA Scoop

Are you looking to simplify your pay-
roll processing experience!? Check out
the LICA member benefit BenefitMall.
BenefitMall offers customized payroll
services focused on the needs of con-
struction and related industries. With
Customized Payroll Input you choose
the method most convenient for you:
fax, phone, or securely online. The
General Ledger Interface provides a
general ledger or job costing interfaces
compatible with construction account-
ing packages. The Tax Package stream-
lines the tax filing service for federal,

state and local government agencies

THE LICA PORTAL

The LICA Portal, available to all LICA
members for free, puts safety material
at your fingertips. With over 3,400 re-
sources just a few clicks away, the LICA
Portal is a valuable benefit to take ad-
vantage of. Search specific topics, or
browse all content and find the safety

material you need.

With seasonal load restrictions in effect,
you might want to make sure your vehi-
cles meet the DOT Level | Inspection
Standards. Although the
Items List is pictured to the right, a

Inspection

complete Guide to DOT Inspection
Levels can be found on the LICA Portal.

Perhaps with the new season you have
hired some new workers. Use the LICA
Portal to find the safety materials you
need to get your new workers started

on the right foot.

Visit www.licanational.org and click on
Zywave to access the LICA Portal to-
day!

BENEFITMALL PAYROLL SERVICES

with direct debit of tax liabilities, quar-
ter and year end filings, and ready to
mail W-2s. The experienced staff of
Payroll Specialists will simplify your
payroll processing experience., from
check processing to comprehensive
management reports that will help you
manage your business efficiently and
effectively. For more information con-
tact your Michigan Rep Jarrod Mobley
at Jarrod.mobley@benefitmall.com
(614) 987-3365 Ext 553365 or the
Program Administrator Patrice Alvino
at Patrice.Alvino@benefitmall.com
(646) 346-8301 Ext 508301.

DOT Inspection Items List

Inspection Items
Driver’s license
Medical examiner’s certificate and walver (if applicable)

Alcohol and drugs

Driver’'s log (Hours of Service and duty status)
Seat belt system
Periodic inspection documentation

Brake system

Coupling devices

o @Nlo walwiNpe

Exhaust system

—
(=]

. Frame

-
-

. Fuel system

12. Brake lights, headlights, taillights, turn signals and
lamps on projecting loads

13. Safe loading of cargo
14, Steering mechanism

15. Suspension

16. Tires
17. Wheels, rims and hubs
18. Van and open-top trailer bodies

19. Windshield wipers

20. Emergency exits (for buses)

\\\\\\1\\\ < \\\\\\\\\\\‘-'g

21. Hazardous materials requirements (If applicable)
22. One-time special inspection of a particular item

23. CVSA decal Issued for “PASS” inspection (no
violations/defects found in items 7-20)

%
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FLEXCORR

The durability of dual wall meets the simple
installation of flexible pipe. Lay SmoothCorr
pipe easier than ever before.

PERFORMANCE & QUALITY ADVANTAGES

01 Rigorously Field Tested 01 100% Virgin HDPE

02 Meets or Exceeds Standards on All Testing 02 Faster & Easier Installs
03 All Materials 3rd Party Tested 03 Smooth Water Flow

04 More Resistant to Slow Crack Growth

CALL 800 854 7120 OR
VISIT FRATCO.COM TO START
BLOWING THE COMPETITION AWAY

8), 'lo” 12” 15’)
® ® ® ®
Narrow Slot @ ® ®
Regular Slot ° @ ® @

Coils 680’ 570’ 345’ 200’



Y Land Stewards 1.c

Ensuring

PRODUCTIVE
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Land Stewards is a multidisciplinary group of local drainage contractors, excavators, soil scientists,
agronomists and conservation planners. We have the knowledge, skill and expertise to minimize
impacts to agricultural land from large-scale land use projects such as interstate pipelines.

Our site-specific services include:

« Designing pre-construction drain tile relocation and reclamation plans
« Developing soil restoration plans to “jump start” productivity
« Assessing soil characteristics to establish beneficial construction practices

« Inspecting during the construction process to ensure proper handling of soil,
drain tile repair and right-of-way restoration

« Monitoring drainage, soil compaction and crop productivity post construction

« Managing of post construction punch-lists for drainage, vegetation establishment,
trench subsidence, soil compaction and crop loss.

If you have questions about our services or would like to be a part of
our team, please call (740) 751-4703 or visit www.landstewards.com



BUCKEYE-LINK 175 PLOW BUCKEYE 350 BACKFILLER

. )
A

. #\; ,o 2 i ==/ -
Buckeye 7300SLT
Authorized Dealer:
Mid America Trenchers, LLC
lowa/lllinois

H & S Company, Inc.

7219 Harris Road, Celina, Ohio 45822
Toll Free: 800-777-1109

Phone: 419-394-4444 Toll Free: 855-876-3437

Fax: 419-394-8767 Phone: 515-789-2005
sales@wheeledtrenchers.com Fax: 515-789-2040
Farm Drainage - Pipeline - Construction - Wind Farm
See New Videos on our Website at
www.wheeledtrenchers.com

Proudly Made
In The USA




Baughman Tile is not only different
...we're better.

Our premier customer service and quality
products ensure that our customers
maximize their yield potential.

Our trademarked yellow Poly-Drain
agricultural tile is highly accepted

as the quality standard in the

drainage industry.

Billions of feet have successfully

drained land for more than four decades.

trust yellow ...trust Baughman Tile.

James Proffer 8516 Road 137
Ph: 810.955.3868 Paulding, OH 45879
Fax: 810.793.6835 800.837.3160

james@baughmantile.com www.baughmantile.com

@Bauyhman Tile Co.

Pioneers in the Drainage Industry

Your source for InteDrain

Plows and Trenchers
Let us help you find the right machine
For your application!

2t e nas ey 0] SN ™ 3
I i g

————

(L)) wier-orain  NORTHLAND |-enching,

- .. 7 N Corporate Office: Eastern Division:

& Trimble 3©2Y%-° 12929 410" Avenue 3578 N. State Road 59

> e Waseca, Mn.56093 Brazil, Indiana 47834
Phone: 507- 835-4214 Phone: 812-835-2900

Check us out on the web: www.northlandtrenching.com E-Mail: nte@hickorytech.net




Classifieds Schlatter’s Inc.

Equipment for Sale?| 2002 BRON 350 Intelligent Water Management™

List it here in the

Drainage Plows
MLICA Scoop!

GPS Machine Control
Design Software
Custom Fabrication

Send your information to

scook@michiganlica.org

Please include any of the follow- Contact Russ Talaski for 3179
ing information that applies: more information a . -1 £2.W 900 S
g PPIIes: Francesville, IN 47946
e Photo BY EMAIL AT (219) 567-9158
« Make & Model fieldtile@gmail.com www.SchlattersInc.com
e Size & Color BY PHONE AT

& Trimble

989-479-9340

eNew, Used, or Reconditioned

oPrice & Location

eContact Info including Name &

Phone Number

‘| 2040er

1(3:

.

Infer-Drain

“Excellence by Experzence

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter—Draln, Inc.

Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts

1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410 * 419-547-2379
sales@bowersglid.com * www.greatlakesinterdrain.com



Bonnie J Braje
(June 02, 1934 - March 06, 2018 )

Bonnie |. Braje, age 83, of Galien, died unexpectedly on Tuesday, March
6, 2018 at St. Joseph Regional Medical Center in Mishawaka, Indiana.

Bonnie was born June 2, 1934 in Galien, Michigan to Hiram and Mildred
(Payne) Kleine. She married Charles Braje on August 8, 1953 in Three
Oaks, Michigan. He survives. She was preceded in death by her parents; "
and her brother Devon “Shorty” Kleine.

Bonnie worked alongside her husband in their family owned business,
Braje Tile Drainage, for the area farmers for over 50 years.

Her biggest joy was attending her grandchildren’s school and sporting events, which sometimes
included coming straight from the fields, muddy boots and all! Bonnie never missed a Grand-
parents Day with them! She also loved coaching them with their fair projects.

Bonnie always thought of others before herself. She was known for feeding everyone. For
many years, she was found every Tuesday morning quilting with the ladies at the Galien Ameri-

can Legion.

Bonnie will be greatly missed by family and friends. She is survived by her husband of 64 years
Charles Braje of Galien; “her 7 girls”: Cindy (Doug) Pressey, Carol (John) O’Brien, Lori (Brian)
Payne, Lisa (Dave) Mead, Lynne (Guy) Wilson, Cristy (Jim) Daniel, and Marla (Lance) Shortman;
14 grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren; 4 step-grandchildren; and 8 step-great-grandchildren;
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Family and friends gathered Sunday, March |1, 2018 from 4:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. at Pobocik
Chapel Wagner Family Funerals, 106 Ash Street East, Three Oaks, Michigan 49128. A funeral
service took place on Monday, March 12, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. at the funeral home. The Pastor

Dan Miller from Summit Church in Niles officiated.

Bonnie’s remains were laid to rest in Galien Cemetery.

The family prefers contributions be made in Bonnie’s memory to the Ronald McDonald House,
211 E Grand Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 6061 1.
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MLICA C/O Mike Cook
4372 S. Wright Rd.
Westphalia, Ml 48894

The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-
tion of the Michigan Land Improvement
Contractors Association, dedicated to
the professional conservation of soil and

water.

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters,
subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes

articles relevant to the land improve-
ment industry. All letters and articles
can be emailed to
scook@michiganlica.org. Please include
your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes.



