MICHBGAN

Land Improveme nt Confractors
ol Ametica

iy

Winter 2012

MLICA News

Michigan Land Improvement Contractors of America

LICA Legislation Signed Into Law

Please check out the
Michigan LICA
Web site at
www.MichiganLICA.org.

(L-R) Scott and Ella Everett, Dewey Pennington,
Representative Kevin Daley, Mike Pennington, Governor Rick Snyder,
Gene Izydorek, Will Word, Senator Mike Green, Mike Cook, Russ Talaski

Members of the MLICA Board of Directors traveled to Lansing in January
to attend a bill signing ceremony for legislation that the organization has
been working toward for nearly two years.

HB 4582 and SB 563 were signed by Governor Snyder into Public 289 and
Public Act 290 of 2011. The legislation exempts equipment used to install

drainage tile and equipment used to construct conservation techniques from
the Personal Property Tax beginning in 2012.

MLICA would like to thank the sponsors of this legislation Representative
Kevin Daley (Lapeer County) and Senator Mike Green (Thumb) for their
leadership in making this happen.
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President’s Desk

As 2011 comes to a close, I hope all of your businesses had
a successful year. There is no question, Michigan’s econ-

omy remains challenging and let’s hope things will improve
in 2012.

Speaking of 2012, please consider attending the 2012
MLICA Annual Meeting and better yet, please take the time
to bring someone that has never attended before with you.

This years annual meeting is slated to take place January 8-9-10 at the same
location it was at last year, Ramada Inn — Lansing. We have shortened the pro-
gram up a bit in hopes we can attract more attendance. You will be receiving
more details soon about the specific agenda but our intent is to have informa-
tional sessions that will do nothing but help your business.

For example, last year we had a speaker from the Michigan Department of La-
bor and Economic Growth that talked about unemployment insurance. Not just
about how we have to provide it, but
he went into details about exactly what
we need to do and how to go about it
to avoid someone drawing unemploy-
ment insurance that shouldn’t be.

In addition, please consider spreading
the word about the Michigan LICA
Drain Water Management training tak-
ing place on January 10®.

CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT

i

Contact Chad Fullerton at

We have also made great progress on
the legislative front addressing per-

sonal property tax on equipment and
we will have a complete update about
what is going on legislatively.

Again, [ hope you can attend this years
annual meeting and more importantly
bring someone along new with you.

Best Wishes,

Trevor Young, President
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the Bridgeport office at
(989) 777-0090
For all of your new and
used equipment needs.
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Chapter News
We welcome a new addition to the MLICA .
. 2012 MLICA Field da
family, Morgan Ann Cook. She was born y
August 16th at 9:45 p.m. weighing 8 Ibs 9.2 oz
and stretching out to 22 inches long.
Her proud parents, Nate & Sarah Cook, are ex-

cited for everyone to meet her at the convention
January 9th, 2012.

Mark your calendars for August 1 & 2, 2012
for the Michigan LICA Field day!

The field day will be held in the southern part
of the state this year, in Jonesville. It will be
held at the Pleasant View Dairy Farm, owned
and operated by the Lewis family. This will
be a great event drawing people from all over
the tri-state area.

This year we are partnering with Michigan
State University Extension, who will be dem-
onstration manure management and applica-
tion as well as various tillage and cover crop
practices. The focus of the field day is to dem-
onstrate a proactive approach to water quality
in relation to drainage and nutrient manage-
ment.

We are planning on installing conven-

g AMmerica's most complete selection of water
management products for wetlands, ponds, lakes, controlled
drainage, and subsurface irrigation. Along with tools, survey

= and safety equipment, and many hard to find items.

PO Box 458 - 1462 340th Street - Adair, 1A 50002
Fax: 1-800-282-3353 - Email: info@agridrain.com
www.agridrain.com

For a FREE catalog or to place an order, call 1-800-232-4742.
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tional as well as controlled drainage sys-
tems, water control structures, a wood
chip bio-reactor, proper manure applica-
tion rates and other practices that can
protect and improve water quality.
Please plan on attending this year.

More details will be provided as they are
available.

Current partners are the Hillsdale County
Drain Commission, Michigan NRCS,
and the MSU Ag Extension Service.
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Annual Michigan LICA convention

The annual winter convention was
one of the best attended meetings in
years. The convention itself was
condensed into one day, with a spe-
cial MLICA sponsored NRCS Tech-
nical Service Provider training and
certification program. MLICA and
the NRCS had joined together in
coming up with a process of certify-
ing contractors to do Drainage Water
Management Plans for ag producers.
This may be a valuable service for
some contractors to offer their cus-
tomers.

Monday was a full day of
seminars, luncheon with the associ-
ates, annual meeting and evening ban-
quet. The auction raised $5,500 with
$1,700 of that being the JP Hecksel
Memorial Dozer. This year members
and associates joined together to bid
| on the memorial with it being decided
to have Sherm Hecksel keep it for the

New MLICA Board of Directors

Mike Pennington was elected as the
new MLICA President for 2012!

Rob Cook will serve as the Vice Pres-
ident, with Trevor Young stepping
into the Chairman of the Board posi-
tion. Dave Dunne and Russ Talaski

offered to take another term on the
board. We would like to congratulate
the new officers and thank them for
stepping up and leading us into a new
year!

BUCKEYE 9200 MAGNUM & BUCKEYE 7200 MAGNUM
High Production Digging From H & S Company, Inc.

A Few Key Features:

Etyle Dirt Shiskd

* Digoing Whesl Pheot

& Few Key Features:

# 380 HP Curnmins QSMi1 Engine

= 7' Dual Hydrostatic Drive, Tapsrad
Digging Wheal

# Salf-Leveling Whas! Up 10 8 Degress
Lett or Right

= 38" Wide Conveyor-Bar Styls

’ Dirt Shield
: ot = Digging Wheal Piwot

Buckeyes T200 Magnum

Toll Frea: 800-777-1109
Local: 419-304-4444
Fax: 419-304-4789

@ Trimble

H & S Company, Inc.
Alse: 7219 Harris Rd.
Buckeye Auger/Backfillers Celina, Ohio 45822

« 350 HP Cumming QSMi1 Engine Doealers:

= ab with Heat ard Air Hlirois:

# Powwer Shift Transmission AT

« 7' or & Dual Hydrestatic Drive, Michwest Auger-Aerator
Taperad Digging Wheel Phone: 615-844-8400

« Salf-Leveling Whesl Up to 8 Degress Fax: 815-844-T460
Ledt or Right Toll Free: B00-232-7008

= 38" Wide Conveyor-Dual Motor-Bar i

Mid America Trenchers
Toll Free: BEE-376-7453
Al 841-344-0640

Stesnbergen Hollanddrai
Plow s and Chain Equipment

See Mew Videos on our Website at
www.wheeledtrenchers.com

Sales * Service * Parts

sales@wheeledtrenchers.com
Farm Drainage = Pipeline
* Construction » Wind Farm
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Submitted by :

Scott Everett . .

Director Legislative Report
15\/{15{%2 ggggmment Relations M a rCh 20 1 2

Everett.erm@earthlink.net

GVWR Amendment Has Legs

During the past two years, MLICA members have been subjected to changes in Federal law that has automati-
cally applied to Michigan. Namely, vehicles used for business previously exempted as Commercial Vehicles be-
came subjected to a wide variety of additional regulations.

There is legislation introduced in the House that may be on the fast track that will return the exemption to the
way it was before:

House Bill 5228 Sponsor: Representative Greg MacMaster is currently before the House Transportation Com-
mittee.

HB 5228 amends the Motor Carrier Safety Act, to only apply the following commercial transportation:

» A vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating, combination weight rating, or combination gross
weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds.

» A vehicle that transports hazardous materials that require
» A vehicle that is designed and used to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver.

Meaning, anything under 26,000 combined GVWR and less than 15 passengers is exempt from Commer-
cial Vehicle requirements.

MLICA fully supports HB 5228

LightSquared to Be Blocked by FCC After U.S. Interference Report
Todd Shields, ©2012 Bloomberg News
Tuesday, February 21, 2012

The U.S. Federal Communications Commission vowed to block LightSquared Inc.
after the Obama administration found the wireless venture backed by hedge-fund
billionaire Philip Falcone would disrupt navigation gear.

Federal agencies determined that LightSquared's signals interfere with global-positioning system devic-
es, Tammy Sun, an FCC spokeswoman, said yesterday in an e-mailed statement. The FCC is preparing to with-
draw the preliminary approval it granted last year for the company to build a high-speed network serving as
many as 260 million people, Sun said.

"The commission clearly stated from the outset that harmful interference to GPS would not be permit-
ted," Sun said. "The commission will not lift the prohibition on LightSquared." The FCC's action marks a
blow to LightSquared and a setback for Falcone's Harbinger Capital Partners hedge fund, which has invested
$3 billion in the venture. It follows a yearlong lobbying fight between LightSquared and opposing GPS compa-
nies that featured a series of government tests denounced by LightSquared as flawed.
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2011 Summer Picnic

The annual summer picnic was held at
Reed Park in Gratiot County, near St
Johns. It was a wonderful spot and
40-45 people attended. The weather
was nice until a quick thunderstorm
moved in towards the end of the day.
The park had a nice playground, swim-
ming area and a challenging Frisbee
golf course. Trevor brought fresh
sweet corn and Scott manned the grill.
A short board meeting was held to dis-
cuss upcoming events such as conven-
tion, DWM training and the 2012 field
day.

MAYAN

Insurance Since 1915

www.mayanagency.com

Contact:
(989) 643-7207
(800) 646-2926 toll free

THE MAYAN AGENCY
140 West Saginaw Street
Post Office Box 578

Merrill, MI 48637

Hastings
Mutu
Insurance
Company

D-P Equipment Co.
10700 S. Edon Rd.
Camden, MI 49232

(888) 368-5266

info@ mayanagency.com

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9am to S5pm v I Sales Service Rentals

If these hours are not convenient,
let us know the time and day that
best serves you needs.
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Editors note:

This section is free
FOR SALE for members to
advertise equipment
you have to sell or

For Sale: WANTED: are looking for.
Tile stringing cart in good shape.

Brand New Maverick Tile Locating Contact Russ Talaski (989) 479-

System. 9340

Includes transmitter, reciever, S12Hz
sonde and a 650 ft reel of composite
rod that is embedded with a copper
wire. This system also has a rewind
cranking system.

Contact Will Word for more informa-
tion or an in-field demonstration.
(517) 398-1105

L Jt'u:l:u Introducing... _
iy /AGPS-Guide”
z =15 Designed for excavtors, backhoes, and
stringers to operate without flags!

5 Generations e Set “A-B” lines for simple grids
SEPIF.I""H the e Pairs perfectly with AGPS-Pipe Pro
Acgriculturcl control systems:
Cﬂmmuﬂity - Load the plow’s grids

o Imports contours and other images
e It is no longer difficult to dig the right

MANUFACTURER OF 3"-48" ?lge::;:fu? ;ir:::gaithe field in
CORRUGATED HDPE PIPE y

relation to existing

For more information about AGPS products
: Home “ Contact your MLICA Associate:

- "g';“"mc ik Mike Cook Soil & Water MGMT. S '
il - Michiaa Salee ) IKe Coo ol ater stems
Vellow %m%’ﬂ_ | 989-587-3538 or 517-282-9801.%

] w f (810 ; http://s inc.tripod.com
Q' ~ www.bau ntile.com = http:/ gpsinc.com
g 4 Al _ _
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2012 Event Calendar

March
19-23 Overholt Drainage School
Paulding, OH
27 Field Day committee meeting
9:00 AM Pleasant View Dairy - Jonesville
June
13 Wed. 5:30 PM - Board Meeting

July

10-14 National LICA Summer Meeting
Manbhatten, Kansas

18 Wed. 5:30 PM - Board Meeting

30-31 Field Day set-up

August

1-2 MLICA Field Days - Jonesville, MI

1 - LICA Family Picnic @ field day location
3 - tear down/cleanup

October
17 Wed. 5:30 PM - Board Meeting

December
5 Wed. 5:30 PM - Board Meeting

January 2013
14-15 Annual MLICA convention

The New BRON Drainage Plow

Introducing the totally redesigned
BRON self-propelled drainage
plow. From the ground up, new

¢ Improved Operator Visibility

¢ Balanced Weight Distribution

¢ Electronic Digital Controls
¢ Ergonomic Cab Comfort

* FOPS/ROPS Certified

¢ Tri-Core Cooling System

features give you better control,
better productivity and
better comfort.

rwfbron.com
1.800.263.1060
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