
away. With the few nice days we’ve had I 

am ready to get back to the fields. With the 

current administration in place I feel our 

businesses are all in store for a great year 

ahead. I also ask God to keep 

watch over our members be-

cause we all know who is real-

ly in control. Thank you for 

the opportunity to serve  

LICA.  
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In-Coming Lead Plow, Dave Kemp, President MLICA 

It’s an honor to serve as your new Michigan 

LICA President. I am excited to take on this 

leadership role and work alongside each of 

you to further the mission of our organiza-

tion. Hopefully you and 

your families have managed 

to stay healthy, this long 

and cold winter. I know in 

my area the sugar beet piles 

are disappearing and winter 

seems to be dwindling 
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Out-Going Lead Plow, Russ Talaski, Chairman MLICA 

Spring has arrived! Even though the 

weatherman might say otherwise, this sea-

son is about green grass, blooming flowers, 

yard work, and new growth. After attend-

ing our face-to-face LICA Board meeting in 

Frankenmuth, I see that same kind of 

growth in our Board—their dedication to 

this organization is clear. 

I encourage you, as members, to connect 

with your Board representatives and share 

new ideas that could help make our organi-

zation even better. A strong organization 

depends on its members and how well they 

work together. At Michigan LICA, we’ve 

always taken pride in sharing knowledge 

and ideas that help us all succeed. 

Now, as a Senior Member, I’ll always be 

here to offer advice when needed, but I 

also look forward to watching you take 

things on, just like I did as a member and 

Board member. 

During our winter con-

vention in January, I had 

the honor of presenting 

Mike Cook, a lifelong 

friend, with the seventh Honorary Member 

Award in Michigan LICA history. This 

award recognizes all he has done to sup-

port this organization—his hard work, his 

dedication to keeping things running 

smoothly, and his efforts to keep us finan-

cially strong. I don’t think I’ve met a LICA 

member, in Michigan or at the national lev-

el, who doesn’t feel the same way we do 

about Mike’s passion for this industry and 

the friendships he’s built along the way. 

As my older brother put it best: THANK 

YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. 





MLICA BASEBALL OUTING 

PLEASE MAIL REGISTRATION BY MAY 1, 2025 

GREAT LAKES LOONS VS. WISCONSIN TIMBER RATTLERS 

 SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH, 2025 

FIRST PITCH: 7:05PM 

 DOW DIAMOND, MIDLAND, MI 48640 

NATIONAL LICA 

SUMMER MEETING 

RADISSON DULUTH HARBORVIEW 

505 W SUPERIOR ST, DULUTH, MN 55802 

$139/NIGHT (PLUS TAXES & FEES) 

DULUTH, MN 

JULY 8 - 12, 2025 

Diary of an Executive Director 

It was great to see those of you 

who were able to attend the 

MLICA Winter Convention and 

Annual Meeting in January! Be 

sure to check out the recap on 

page 4. Hopefully, you have all 

been able to finish up your win-

ter maintenance and are out in 

the fields as the spring weather 

begins warming up.  

As we look ahead, we’re excited 

to welcome all members—past 

and present—along with em-

ployees, families, and friends for 

an early summer ballgame June 

14th at Dow Diamond in Mid-

land, MI. Mark your calendars 

and don’t forget to mail in your 

registration forms by May 1st!  

We’re always looking for ways 

to make MLICA even better, so 

if you have suggestions for 

newsletter content, have a great 

location to host an MLICA 

Field Day, or have suggestions 

on educational topics you’d like 

us to cover, send them my way 

at scook@michiganlica.org. I’d 

love to hear from you!  
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Building Connections: 2025 Michigan LICA Winter Convention & Annual Meeting Recap 

The 2025 Michigan LICA Winter Convention & Annual 

Meeting, held on January 13th and 14th at the Okemos 

Event Center, brought together industry professionals for 

two days of education, networking, and celebration. At-

tendees had the opportunity to gain valuable insights from 

a dynamic lineup of speakers, engage with peers, and sup-

port the organization’s initiatives. 

Educational Sessions Deliver Valuable Insights  

This year’s convention featured an impressive array of 

educational sessions, offering members crucial infor-

mation to enhance their businesses and ensure compli-

ance with industry standards. Don Karn of Marathon Pipe 

Line provided essential guid-

ance on Safe Digging and 

Farming, emphasizing best 

practices to prevent acci-

dents and protect underground infrastructure. Eric  

Urbain of MISS Dig updated attendees on 

the latest developments within MISS DIG, 

ensuring contractors remain informed on 

state requirements. 

Fred Delgado of IDS Geo Radar showcased the latest in 

Ground Penetrating Radar technology, highlighting its  

application for subsurface drainage and utility detection. 

Dee Thomas from the Michigan 

Center for Truck Safety delivered 

an informative session on Trucking 

Safety: Load Securement, reinforc-

ing proper techniques for securing 

loads. Officer Jessica Penn of the Michigan State Police 

conducted a Mock Load Securement DOT Inspection, 

offering attendees a hands-on perspective on DOT  

compliance and enforcement. 

Additionally, Bill Mills of 

Pinion Global shared strate-

gies for "Getting the Most 

Out of Info," helping mem-

bers optimize data manage-

ment and decision-making. 

Scott Everett, Michigan LICA’s Director of Legislative Af-

fairs, provided a comprehensive overview of the 2025 

Sick/Paid Leave Requirements and a Legislative Update, 

ensuring members stay ahead of regulatory changes that 

may impact their businesses. 

Networking, Celebration, and Support for the Future 

Beyond the educational sessions, the convention served 

as a platform for members to reconnect with associates 

and build valuable relationships within the industry. A 

highlight of the event was the recognition of our first 

Michigan LICA scholarship recipients. Attendees joined in 

celebrating the achievements of these outstanding  

students with their families, reinforcing the organization’s 

commitment to supporting the next generation of  

industry professionals. 

Monday evening featured the much-anticipated MLICA 

Annual Auction & Fun Night, a lively event that generated 

generous contributions toward the organization’s  

scholarship program and operating expenses for the year. 

Members came together in a spirit of camaraderie and 

generosity, ensuring continued support for educational 

opportunities and the growth of Michigan LICA. 

Looking Ahead With another successful convention 

behind us, Michigan LICA is already looking forward to an 

exciting year ahead. We extend our gratitude to all at-

tendees, speakers, and sponsors who made this event 

possible. Your dedication and support continue to drive 

our mission forward. See you next year! 



Investing in Futures: Impacts of the MLICA Scholarship 

The money was helpful to purchase my 

books and some supplies for the semester. 

It helped a lot to off set the costs.   

~Erica Cook 

The Michigan LICA scholarship has truly 

been instrumental in helping me achieve 

my financial goal of funding my college  

semester.  

~Grace Kemp 

I am so thankful to everyone who has made this 

scholarship possible. The extra financial boost as 

well as your vote of confidence in choosing me as 

a recipient means the world as I begin embarking 

further on my educational journey, and work to-

ward becoming a nurse. Thank you again! 

~Courtney Rodifer 

The Michigan LICA Scholarship was important in 

allowing me to fully immerse myself in  

Michigan Tech's forestry program. It provided 

significant support as I prepared for graduation 

and my career in forestry.   

~Logan Word 
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LICA Enables Members to Bring ELDT 

Training Program In-House 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS: HIGHLIGHTING NEWEST BENEFITS 

The Land Improvement Contractors of America (LICA) is 

proud to announce its new Entry-Level Driver Training 

(ELDT) program, designed to help members comply with 

federal training requirements for commercial driver's li-

censes (CDLs). This initiative provides an accessible and 

cost-effective solution for obtaining the mandatory ELDT 

certification. 

As a contractor, chances are you already have the exper-

tise to provide federally mandated ELDT for employees 

seeking a CDL. Instead of outsourcing to expensive driving 

schools, LICA can help you become an ELDT training pro-

vider, allowing you to save money by training your em-

ployees in-house. 

LICA is offering resources to simplify this process. To ac-

cess ELDT Training Provider Resources and learn how to 

start training your employees in-house, email Caroline 

Krug at Cnational.LICA@gmail.com.  



MIKE COOK NAMED 2024 LICA CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS PINNACLE MOMENTS 

We are proud to announce that Mike Cook has been 

named the 2024 LICA Contractor of the Year! This  

prestigious award recognizes Mike’s unwavering dedica-

tion to the land improvement industry and his outstand-

ing contributions to LICA at 

both the state and national  

levels. 

With decades of experience, 

Mike has been a driving force 

in promoting excellence in 

conservation and contracting. 

His commitment to sustainable 

land management, innovation 

in the field, and mentorship of 

fellow contractors has left a 

lasting impact on the industry. 

Throughout his years of involvement with LICA, Mike has 

played a crucial role in advocating for responsible land 

stewardship and advancing best practices in excavation, 

drainage, and soil conservation. 

Beyond his professional achievements, Mike is known for 

his leadership, integrity, and willingness to support others 

in the industry. His passion for 

land improvement is evident in 

everything he does, from his 

hands-on work in the field to 

his active participation in LICA 

events and initiatives. 

Please join us in congratulating 

Mike on this well-deserved 

honor! His dedication and hard 

work exemplify the very best 

of LICA, and we are grateful 

for his continued contributions 

to our organization and the industry as a whole. 
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PINNACLE MOMENTS CON’T 
2024 LICA LADY OF THE YEAR 

2024 LICA STATE CHAPTER OF THE YEAR 

2024 PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION 

The passing of the President’s Pin, is a long 

standing tradition within LICA. This symbol-

izes the transfer of leadership and the con-

tinuation of the organization’s legacy. LICA 

Members gathered to celebrate the outgoing 

President and welcome a new leader!  

The 2024 LICA Lady of the Year award was 

presented to Nordis Estrem in a heartfelt 

moment by her daughter, Dee Larson. Dee 

shared how special it was to surprise her 

mother with the honor, saying, “I got to 

present this award to my mother tonight. 

She had no idea until I got up to speak that she was getting an 

award. I worked hard to maintain my composure so I didn't 

cry through it, and it mostly worked.” Nordis has been an in-

tegral part of LICA for nearly 50 years, dedicating countless 

hours to the organization. As a devoted leader, she has played 

a significant role in strengthening LICA, ensuring that it contin-

ues to thrive and grow. Her commitment and passion have left 

a lasting impact, making LICA a better organization than it was 

when she first joined in the early 1970s. 

In Jacksonville, Florida, Indiana LICA 

(INLICA) was honored as the 2024 LICA 

State Chapter of the Year for its outstanding 

contributions to the industry and dedication 

to advancing land improvement practices. 

One of its most notable achievements was 

collaborating with National LICA to coordi-

nate the inaugural National LICA Water Management Forum at 

St. Joseph College in Rensselaer, Indiana. This groundbreaking 

event brought together industry experts, contractors, and poli-

cymakers to discuss critical water management strategies and 

innovations. Beyond this, INLICA demonstrated exceptional 

leadership through educational initiatives, member engagement, 

and advocacy efforts, strengthening both the chapter and the 

broader land improvement community. Their commitment to 

excellence and collaboration set a high standard for LICA chap-

ters nationwide. 
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In Remembrance of Betty Auernhamer 



Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the following information that 

applies: 

• Photo 

• Make & Model 

• Size & Color  

•New, Used, or Reconditioned 

•Price & Location 

•Contact Info including Name & Phone Number 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 

Total Time Prep: 30 min. Bake: 25 min. + chilling 

“It takes a little time to make, but this tart is abso-

lutely marvelous, especially in summer when fresh 

fruit is in abundance.” —Claire Darby, New Castle, 

Delaware 

Ingredients 

CRUST: 

• 3/4 cup butter, softened 

• 1/2 cup confectioners' sugar 

• 1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

FILLING: 

• 1 package (10 to 12 ounces) white baking chips, melted and 

cooled 

• 1/4 cup heavy whipping cream 

• 1 package (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 

• 1 can (11 ounces) mandarin oranges 

• 1 can (8 ounces) pineapple chunks 

• 1 pint fresh strawberries, sliced 

• 2 kiwifruit, peeled and sliced 

GLAZE: 

• 3 tablespoons sugar 

• 2 teaspoons cornstarch 

• 1/2 teaspoon lemon juice 

• Optional: Minced fresh basil or fresh mint 

Directions 

1. In a small bowl, cream butter and confectioners' sugar until 

light and fluffy, 3-4 minutes. Gradually add flour and mix well. 

2. Press into an ungreased 11-in. fluted tart pan with removable 

bottom or 12-in. pizza pan with side. Bake at 300° for 25-30 

minutes or until lightly browned. Cool on a wire rack. 

3. For filling, in a small bowl, beat melted chips and cream. Add 

cream cheese; beat until smooth. Spread over crust. Refriger-

ate for 30 minutes. 

4. Drain oranges and pineapple, reserving 1/2 cup fruit juices. 

Arrange oranges, pineapple, strawberries and kiwi over filling. 

5. For glaze, in a small saucepan, combine sugar and cornstarch. 

Stir in lemon juice and reserved fruit juices until smooth. 

Bring to a boil over medium heat; cook and stir for 2 minutes 

or until thickened. Cool. 

6. Brush glaze over fruit. Refrigerate for 1 hour before serving. 

If desired, sprinkle with fresh basil or mint. Refrigerate lefto-

vers. 

Nutrition Facts 

1 piece: 335 calories, 21g fat (13g saturated fat), 45mg cholesterol, 133mg 

sodium, 35g carbohydrate (24g sugars, 1g fiber), 4g protein. 

https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/white-chocolate-fruit-tart/ 

White Chocolate Fruit Tart 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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 Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

4780 E Townsend Rd 

St Johns, MI 48879 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

Nikki Payne, Treasurer 

treasurer@michiganlica.org 

269-612-2648 

 

MLICA Mailing Address 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA  

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Stay Connected! 

FIND US 

On the web @ 

www.michiganlica.org 

& Facebook @ 

www.facebook.com/michiganlica 


