
we now offer scholarships for the 

relatives of our members—a  

remarkable milestone for Michigan 

LICA! I encourage you to reach out 

and express your gratitude to the 

committee for their hard work and 

dedication. 

Looking ahead, I’m excited about 

the Winter Convention this  

January. It’s a wonderful time to 

reconnect with LICA friends, gain 

valuable insights from sessions and 

guest speakers, and strengthen our 

businesses together. I hope to see 

you there! 

Wishing you a warm and joyful  

season. 

Yours in MILICA, 

Russell Talaski 
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From the Lead Plow, Russ Talaski, President MLICA 

Winter is nearly here—even if the 

calendar says it’s still a few days 

away, the weather certainly feels 

like a blend of fall and winter in the 

same week! In past years, I haven’t 

gone snowmobiling until after  

parking the tile plow for the  

season. This year may be an excep-

tion, as snow is arriving earlier up 

north. I hope this message finds 

you and your family well, enjoying 

the beauty and joys of the season. 

I’m thrilled to share that Michigan 

LICA is incredibly proud of our 

Scholarship Committee. They’ve 

worked diligently to select four 

outstanding candidates who will be 

awarded scholarships at our Win-

ter Convention. In the past, I’ve 

attended conventions in other 

states and admired their scholar-

ship programs. Thanks to the  

generous support of the Cook 

Family and others, I’m proud to say 
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MLICA Winter Convention &  

Annual Meeting 

2187 University Park Dr 

Okemos, MI 48864 

January 13th - 14th, 2025  

North America Conservation & 

Drainage Expo 

Grand Park Sports Campus  

Westfield, Indiana  

January 21st-23rd, 2025 

National LICA 

Winter Convention 

Marriott Jacksonville Downtown  

$174/night (plus taxes & fees) 

Jacksonville, FL  

February 11 - 15, 2025  

Diary of an Executive Director 

As we wrap up 2024, I can’t help but re-

flect on how quickly the fall season flew 

by. The unseasonably warm temperatures 

made it seem like autumn barely stopped 

in before it hurried on. Between dues re-

newals, sports and 4-H events, preparing 

for and hosting holiday gatherings, and 

diving into convention planning, time has 

been moving at lightning speed. 

This is our final newsletter of the year, 

and I want to take a moment to thank all 

of you who have already submitted your 

2025 dues. Your continued support helps 

keep Michigan LICA thriving. If you 

haven’t yet sent in your renewal, it’s not 

too late – we appreciate your prompt  

attention to this important step as we 

head into the new year. 

Speaking of the new year, don’t forget to 

send in your convention registrations! We 

are so excited about the Michigan LICA 

Winter Convention & Annual Meeting 

coming up on January 13-14, 2025, at the 

Okemos Convention Center. It’s shaping 

up to be a wonderful event, and we’re 

really looking forward to connecting with 

all of you there. The annual meeting is 

also your chance to have your voice heard. 

Please provide your feedback on the kinds 

of events you would like to see Michigan 

LICA host. Your input helps shape the 

future of our organization. 

On another exciting note, we are thrilled 

to announce that we are awarding  

scholarships to four exemplary students. 

This marks a fantastic beginning to our 

scholarship program here in Michigan, and 

we couldn’t be prouder of the bright  

futures these young individuals have 

ahead. 

As we close this chapter of 2024, I want 

to wish each and every one of you a 

blessed holiday season filled with warmth, 

joy, and time spent with loved ones. Let’s 

usher in the new year together at the  

convention, energized and ready for every-

thing 2025 holds. See you in January! 
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Highlighting Excellence: Michigan LICA’s 2024 Scholarship Winners 

Michigan LICA is proud to  

recognize Courtney Rodifer as 

one of this year’s scholarship 

recipients. A senior at Hudson 

High School, Courtney has 

demonstrated remarkable  

dedication both inside and  

outside the classroom, making 

her an outstanding example of 

leadership and academic  

excellence. 

With a stellar 4.085 GPA, 

Courtney excels in her studies 

and has taken on leadership 

roles, including serving as vice 

president of the National  

Honor Society. Beyond her 

academic success, she is a 

young woman of action,  

already working toward her 

career goals. She is on track to 

complete Certified Nurse’s 

Aide (CNA) training this  

December—an important mile-

stone on her journey to  

becoming a nurse. 

Courtney’s aspiration to  

specialize in neonatal intensive 

care or pediatrics stems from 

her childhood experiences. 

Her deep passion for caring for 

babies began when she helped 

care for her baby sister. That 

early love for nurturing others 

blossomed into a commitment 

to serve through her faith and 

her future profession. In her 

scholarship essay, Courtney 

expressed a strong desire to 

make an impact on the world 

by providing medical care to 

people in need, inspired by her 

love for Christ. She also 

dreams of participating in  

missionary work, both domes-

tically and abroad, where her 

skills and compassion can make 

a meaningful difference. 

Courtney comes h igh ly  

recommended by her teachers, 

who consistently praise her 

character and capabilities. As 

the granddaughter of longtime 

Michigan LICA member Dave 

Dunne and the daughter of 

Amy (Dunne) Rodifer, who 

works as an HR director, and a 

pastor father, Courtney is 

deeply rooted in a family of 

service and dedication. 

Michigan LICA is honored to 

support Courtney as she takes 

the next step in her education 

and begins her college journey 

to earn her nursing degree. 

With her drive, determination, 

and heart for helping others, 

we are confident she will make 

a profound impact in the lives 

of her patients and beyond. 

Congratulations, Courtney, on 

this well-deserved recognition! 

Michigan LICA is proud to  

announce Erica Cook as one of 

the recipients of the 2024 

scholarship awards. Erica  

exemplif ies determination, 

leadership, and a commitment 

to her community, all while 

maintaining her focus on  

higher education and family 

responsibilities. 

Erica is currently a senior at 

Schoo lcr a f t  Commun i ty  

College, where she is pursuing 

her Associate Degree in  

Nursing (ADN) with an  

impressive 3.2 GPA. In her 

scholarsh ip essay, Erica  

detailed how she has success-

fully balanced her studies with 

an active family life, raising her 

two children and participating 

in numerous extracurricular 

activities. This year marked a 

particularly special milestone 

for Erica as she married Ben 

Cook, a dedicated member of 

Michigan LICA. 

Beyond her academic and  

family achievements, Erica 

demonstrates her dedication 

to youth and community  

development. She serves as a 

Girl Scout leader and an  

assistant coach for a softball 

team. Her leadership and  

commitment have inspired  

others, as reflected in the 

glowing recommendations she 

received from her community. 

The Croswell-Lexington cheer-

leading coach, who works with 

Erica’s daughter Naomi, 

praised Erica’s character and 

community invo lvement .  

Additionally, a coworker  

described Erica as "someone 

who will stand up for injustice 

and always advocate for friends 

and family." 

Erica comes from a family 

rooted in public service and 

care for others. Her mother 

works as a special education 

teacher, and her father is  

retired, enjoying time with 

their family. The Michigan  

LICA community has also  

become an extended family for 

Erica through her husband Ben. 

Larry Cook, a longtime  

Michigan LICA member,  

expressed pride in welcoming 

Erica into the fold. 

Michigan LICA celebrates Erica 

Cook’s achievements and is 

honored to support her  

journey as she continues to 

pursue her dreams in nursing. 

Her dedication to her family, 

education, and community  

embodies the values that  

Michigan LICA holds dear. We 

look forward to seeing all that 

Erica will accomplish in the 

future. 

Courtney Rodifer Erica Cook 



Highlighting Excellence: Michigan LICA’s 2024 Scholarship Winners 

Grace Kemp, one of this year's 

Michigan LICA scholarship  

recipients, exemplifies commit-

ment, diligence, and a passion 

for excellence. Currently in her 

second year at Delta College, 

Grace is pursuing a degree in 

Law Enforcement and maintain-

ing an impressive 3.8 GPA. Her 

dedication to her studies and 

her future career demon-

strates the qualities of a leader 

with a steadfast focus on  

making a meaningful impact. 

Grace's achievements are  

numerous and noteworthy. 

Under the guidance of her law 

enforcement teacher, she  

became an active member of 

Skills USA, where she partici-

pated in regional and state 

competitions focused on 

Crime Scene Investigation. This 

hands-on experience highlights 

her drive to excel and immerse 

herself in her chosen field.  

Beyond the classroom, Grace's 

involvement with FFA, the  

National Honor Society, and 

the National Technical Honor 

Society underscores her  

commitment to community, 

excellence, and service. 

In her scholarship essay, Grace 

reflected on the profound  

influence of her father, Dave 

Kemp, an esteemed Michigan 

LICA member. From him, she 

learned the values of diligence, 

respons ib i l i ty ,  and  the  

importance of striving for  

excellence, even when faced 

with challenges. These values 

have guided her path, shaping 

her approach to academics, 

personal growth, and service 

to others. 

Grace is not only excelling  

academically but also giving 

back to her community as a 

Reserve Officer with Bay Public 

Safety while completing her 

studies. This role allows her to 

gain practical experience in her 

field and reinforce her commit-

ment to making a difference in 

the lives of others. 

Quoting Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Grace stated, "I am who I am 

today because of the choices I 

made  ye s te rday . "  Th is  

sentiment is evident in her 

achievements and the path she 

has forged for herself. Grace 

Kemp’s story is a testament to 

the power of determination, 

integrity, and the unwavering 

pursuit of one’s goals. 

Congratulations, Grace, on this 

well-deserved recognition. 

Your Michigan LICA family 

applauds your accomplish-

ments and looks forward to 

watching your future unfold. 

Michigan LICA is proud to  

recognize Logan Word as one 

of this year’s scholarship  

recipients. Logan exemplifies 

the dedication, academic  

excellence, and commitment to 

land improvement that our  

organization values. 

Currently a senior at Michigan 

Technological University, Logan 

maintains an impressive 3.78 

GPA and has consistently 

earned a spot on the Dean’s 

List throughout his college  

career. Logan is on track to 

obtain a Bachelor’s degree in 

Forestry, complemented by 

minors in Business and Ecology. 

These areas of study not only 

reflect his academic ambition 

but also align with his  

aspirations to make meaningful 

contributions to forest manage-

ment and the land improvement 

industry. 

Logan’s dedication extends  

beyond the classroom. His col-

lege advisor praised him for his 

involvement in extracurricular 

activities, including playing in the 

H u sk y  Pe p  B a n d  a n d  

participating in swing dancing. 

These activities highlight his well

-rounded character, underscor-

ing a balanced approach to  

academic and personal growth. 

Logan’s practical experience is 

equally impressive. As part of 

his role with the Department of 

Natural Resources Parks and 

Recreation Division, he has  

actively worked in state parks, 

treating trees for various health 

i s s u e s .  T h i s  h a n d s - o n  

experience has provided him 

with valuable insights into forest 

and land management practices. 

In his scholarship essay, Logan 

expressed a clear vision for his 

future, emphasizing his passion 

for working in the land  

improvement and forest  

management sectors. He  

recognizes the critical intersec-

tion of ecological preservation 

and practical land-use improve-

ment, which resonates deeply 

with Michigan LICA’s mission. 

Logan’s commitment to his 

goals and his well-rounded 

achievements are also a  

testament to his upbringing. He 

is the son of Will Word, a  

dedicated Michigan LICA  

member, and his family’s  

support and example have 

clearly been pivotal in shaping 

his journey. 

Michigan LICA congratulates 

Logan on his many accomplish-

ments and looks forward to 

seeing his future contributions 

to the land improvement  

industry. Logan’s drive and  

dedication embody the spirit of 

this scholarship program, and 

we are proud to support him as 

he takes the next steps in his 

promising career. 

Grace Kemp Logan Word 





2025 NATIONAL LICA WINTER CONVENTION 

NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

LICA Members, we’re off to Florida just as the 

chilly temperatures set in. The Marriott Jackson-

ville Downtown is centrally located and offers 

breathtaking views of the Riverfront. 

With the vibrant city of Jacksonville as our back-

drop, this year’s convention promises to be both 

enriching and enjoyable. From engaging tours to 

insightful seminars, there’s something for every-

one. Be sure to explore the local area, where 

you can enjoy a variety of dining options,  

cultural attractions, and scenic strolls along the 

river. This is not just a chance to connect with 

fellow members and industry leaders, but also 

an opportunity to recharge and gain fresh  

perspectives. 

For more details visit LICANational.org 
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Exciting Updates to National LICA Member Benefits 

   NATIONAL HAPPENINGS 

National LICA is thrilled to announce some incredible new benefits for  

members, enhancing the value of your membership and offering tools to  

improve your business. Whether you're managing a team, outfitting  

employees, or planning for the future, our updated benefits package includes 

resources to support your success. 

New Benefits to Help Your Business Thrive 

 401(k) Employee Program National LICA now offers access to a 401

(k) employee retirement plan, helping you attract and retain top talent 

while supporting your team's financial futures. This benefit provides a 

competitive advantage in today’s job market and shows your  

commitment to employees’ well-being. 

 Payroll & HR Services Simplify your operations with professional  

payroll and HR services. This benefit offers a streamlined way to manage 

payroll, ensure compliance, and provide HR support, freeing you to focus 

on running your business. 

 M&V Custom Apparel Discount Need high-quality apparel for your 

team or promotional needs? Take advantage of discounted rates through 

M&V Custom Apparel. Keep your crew looking professional and show-

case your brand with custom gear at a great price. 

Stay Informed About Member Benefits 

With benefits evolving throughout the year, the best way to ensure you don’t 

miss out on opportunities is by visiting our website regularly. Don’t let  

valuable resources pass you by—stay connected and informed. 

Discover how National LICA membership supports your business with  

programs designed for your success! 
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Classifieds 

 

Equipment for Sale? 

Send your information to 

scook@michiganlica.org 

Please include any of the following information that 

applies: 

• Photo 

• Make & Model 

• Size & Color  

•New, Used, or Reconditioned 

•Price & Location 

•Contact Info including Name & Phone Number 

List it here in the MLICA Scoop! 

Nick Staat, a beloved husband, father, grand-father, 

and great-grandfather, passed away peacefully in his 

sleep at home on December 5, 2024, at the age of 

83, just as he had always hoped. 

Nick is survived by his devoted wife of 62 years, 

Karen; his children, Shelly Staat and Jeff Sell, Mike 

and Diana Staat, and Brenda Staat-Tomlinson; seven grandchildren; 

ten great-grandchildren; his brother Jim Staat; and his sisters Rose 

Bush and Irene Wagner. He was preceded in death by his parents, 

John and Esther Staat; his siblings, John Staat, George Staat, Law-

rence Staat, Jo Busscher, Lu Meyer, Hazel Vander Wal, Neal Staat, 

and David Staat; and his grandson, Ian Tomlinson. 

Nick was known for his integrity, hard work, and generosity. A 

proud U.S. Army veteran who served before the Vietnam War, 

Nick went on to work as a supervisor at General Electric. In the 

mid-70’s, he started Nick’s Farm Drainage, a business he poured his 

heart into, enjoying the opportunity to work the land and connect 

with Michigan’s farmers. “Most days in the dirt” were his best days. 

Nick was a lifelong member of North Holland Reformed Church, 

where he faithfully served in various ways. His love for life shone 

brightly, and he made it his mission to bring joy to others, often 

saying that if he could make someone smile or laugh, it was a really 

good day. 

Spring was Nick’s favorite season, but in recent years, he marveled 

at the beauty of Michigan’s autumn colors, declaring that fall, too, 

was a favorite. Beyond his love for nature, Nick’s second passion 

was food, followed by fishing. He found immense joy in smoking 

salmon and sharing it with family and friends, a simple yet profound 

act of love that reflected his generous spirit. 

Nick lived a life full of purpose, gratitude, and laughter. Everywhere 

he went he ran into someone he knew. He leaves behind a legacy of 

love and kindness, and his memory will continue to bring smiles to 

the faces of those who were blessed to know him. 

A visitation took place on Tuesday, December 10 and the funeral 

service took place on Wednesday, December 11 at North Holland 

Reformed Church. Burial took place at Zeeland Cemetery. 

Obituary for Nick Staat 

Nick’s grandson Trevor included this note when notifying us of his 

grandfather’s passing:  

“My name is Trevor Staat, Nick Staat's Grandson. I just wanted to 

pass along that my grandpa passed away last week Thursday.  

I grew up reading all the MILICA newsletters and attending a few 

field days. I grew up around the farm drainage world my entire life. 

Digging connections all summer with him from 8-18 years old, even 

the often scolding for taking too long to probe in virgin clay, I only 

had the muscles of a 12 year old!  To driving the truck behind his 

big Bertha Vermeer at 10, well before I was legally able to.  

Though, it didn’t make sense at the time, it makes sense why he did 

it now. He loved everything about land conservation, even if he 

made it right without getting paid for it.  

He sure did leave behind a world better than he found it.” 



The MLICA Scoop is the official publica-

tion of the Michigan Land Improvement 

Contractors Association, dedicated to 

the professional conservation of soil and 

water. 

The MLICA Scoop welcomes letters, 

subject to editing for accuracy and brev-

ity. The MLICA Scoop also welcomes 

articles relevant to the land improve-

ment industry. All letters and articles 

c a n  b e  e m a i l e d  t o 

scook@michiganlica.org. Please include 

your name and phone number for verifi-

cation purposes. 
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Sarah Cook, Executive Director & Secretary 

4780 E Townsend Rd 

St Johns, MI 48879 

scook@michiganlica.org 

517-282-1083 

 

Nikki Payne, Treasurer 

269-612-2648 

 

MLICA Mailing Address 

4372 S. Wright Road 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

 

Government Relations 

Fraser Consulting 

Fraser-Trebilcock-Davis & Dunlap PC  

124 West Allegan St. Ste 1000 

Lansing, MI 48933 

Scott Everett, Cell:  517-204-3328 

MLICA  

4372 S. Wright Rd. 

Westphalia, MI 48894 

Stay Connected! 

FIND US 

On the web @ 

www.michiganlica.org 

& Facebook @ 

www.facebook.com/michiganlica 


